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Saturday 14 January 2012 - 6pm SeaWorld tower flagged area.
 
A male person was body surfing between the flags when he was dumped by a wave and was face down before being supported by a friend as lifeguards responded. Our professional Lifeguards commenced CPR, the patient was unconscious, not breathing and had no pulse. Our Lifeguard called back up from Breaker St and was able to assist with CPR and briefed ambulance officers on arrival of the condition of the patient and the fact that the person may have suffered a spinal injury. Lifeguards had restored breathing and the patient was semi conscious when the ambulance arrived. The lifeguard contacted the man two weeks later and he advised that he had suffered a fractured neck and was receiving treatment in Brisbane and was optimistic that he would be walking again. It was a great effort by all concerned and the leadership, experience and direction of our professional lifeguard was also a factor in the successful outcome. The information board for that day was as follows: "Unstable conditions, dumping waves on a shallow sand bank, keep children supervised at all times".

 Friday 27 January 2012 - 3pm Surfers Paradise beach. 

Heavy rain squalls, debris and a solid swell with bad rips running out near the flagged area were the prevailing conditions when lifeguard responded to a father and 12 year old son who were being swept to the south into a rip. As he paddled out to the father he noticed that the son was further out and proceeded to him. As he went over a wave and looked again in the direction where he had seen the boy he had disappeared beneath the waves. Visibility through the water was nearly zero due to the heavy rains that had prevailed throughout the week and our Gold Coast City Professional Lifeguard dived off the board to the bottom in the hope that he may be able to locate him. He was fortunate to find him and place him on the rescue board. As he paddled in the boy began to regain consciousness and he was stabilised on the beach. In the circumstances it would be fair to say that if not for the Lifeguards efforts the boy would have drowned.
 
Sunday 5 February 2012 - 9.15pm The Seaway jetty 

Our GCCC Professional Lifeguards received a call on the 24 hour call out phone from a member of the public who was on site and had noticed the call out number on the signage at the Seaway. He was advised that two people were in the water and contacted another Lifeguard and they responded to the area. Water Police were in attendance as well as the Police helicopter with the night light. A teenage girl was clinging to the pylons and could not be rescued. The Lifeguard paddled out to her and ferried her to the Water Police boat. A 17 year old male person was on the beach in a distressed state after struggling to reach shore. The Lifeguards provided oxygen therapy and the pair were transferred by Ambulance to hospital for observation. Senior police interviewed the next day praised the efforts of lifeguards. The LIFEGUARDS advised that the light from the police helicopter was amazing and was also instrumental in the successful outcome. It does once again highlight the skill sets we have in being able to extract people from the ocean in the most difficult circumstances. 
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